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C       Tke Dirty Pup

This Usana was a lively fellow. As heir-apparent he
found the atmosphere of the court so stuffy that
he made frequent tours all over the country. His
father was a pedant. The book on metaphysics was a
standing joke, not for its matter, which was scholarly and
profound and included sections on psychology and phy-
sics, but because the concubinate was obliged to read
it. In normal times a gkl might hope to rise through
the various grades of that body on the strength of her
good looks or her wit, her manner of making love or
some pretty way. But under King Kyazwa there was
only one ladder up, a fluent tongue for learned patter.
The book was called, alarmingly, the faramatthabtndu^
and for years it was on the table of every one of the
court ladies. Those who could not understand it learnt
short passages by heart, which they would bring out
even in the privacy of the bedchamber. An apt quota-
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